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LINCOLN'S ROAD TO THE WHITE HOUSE

Failed in business in 1831

Defeated for legislature in 1832
Second failure in business in 1833
Suffered nervous break down in 1836
Defeated for Speaker in 1838
Defeated for Elector in 1840
Defeated for Congress in 1843
Defeated for congress in 1848
Defeated for Senate in 1855
Defeated for Vice President in 1856
Defeated for Senate in 1858
Elected President in 1860

Moral :

Successis to be measurednot so much by the position
that one has reached in life as by the obstacles which
he has overcome while trying to succeed.
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GOD, GIVE US MEN !

God, give us men ! A time like this demands

strong minds, great hearts, true faith and ready hands;
Men whom the lust of office does not kill;

Men whom the spoils of office cannot buy;

Men who possess opinions and a will;

Men who have honour; men who will not lie;

Men who can stand before a demagogue

And damn his treacherous flatteries without winking !
Tall men, sun-crowned, who live above the fog

In public duty and in private thinking;

For while the rabble, with their thumb-worn creeds.
Their large professions and their little deeds,

Mingle in selfish strife, lo | Freedom weeps,

Wrong rules the land and waiting Justice sleeps.

-Josiah Gilbert Holland
(July 24, 1819-October 12, 1881)
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Abraham Lincoln, the 16th President of the United States of
America (1861-1865), is one of the world's great statesmen
for all time. His remarkable literary artistry, his profound
sense of the importance of Government by, for and of the
people and the manner of his life and death have carved for
him a niche in history. Here is a letter written by Abraham
Lincoln to the Headmaster of a school jn which his son was
studying, a letter so typical of the man who bore malice
towards none and had charity for all.

This letter will be read with interest by teachers and students.

"Hewillhaveto learn, | know, that all men are notjust, allmen
are nottrue. Butteach him also that for every scoundrel there
is a hero; that for every selfish politician, there is a dedicated
leader ... Teach him that for every enemy, there is a friend.
It willtaketime, | know; butteach him, if you can, that adollar
earned is of far more value than five found.... Teach him to
learn to lose... and also to enjoy winning. Steer him away
from envy, if you can. Teach him the secret of quiet laughter.
Let him learn early that the bullies are the easiest to lick ....
Teach him, if you can, the wonder of books ... but also give
him quiet time to ponder aver the eternal mystery of birds in
the sky, bees in the sun, and flowers on green hillside.

"In school teach him it is far more honourable to fail than to
cheat... Teach him to have faith in his own ideas, even if
everyone tells him they are wrong.. Teach him to be gentle
with gentle people and tough with the tough. Try to give my
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with gentle people and tough with the tough. Try to give my
son the strength not to follow the crowd when everyone is
getting on the band wagon. Teach him to listen to all men...
but teach him also to filter all he hears on a screen of truth
and take only the good that comes through.

"Teach him, if you can, how to laugh when heis sad... Teach
him there is no shame in tears. Teach him to scoff at cynics
and to beware oftoo much sweetness.. Teach him to sell his
brawn and brain to the highest bidders; but never to put a
price tag on his heart and soul. Teach him to close his ears
to a howling mob... and to stand and fight if he thinks he's
right.

"Treathim gently; butdo not cuddle him because only the test
of fire makes fine steel. Let him have the courage to be
impatient... let him have the patience to be brave. Teach him
always to have sublime faith in himself because then he will
always have sublime faith in mankind.

"This is a big order; but see what you can do.. He is such a
fine little fellow, my son."
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